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posal that (i) the UNEF should remain in Gaza and Sharm el-
Sheikh until a decision was taken by the General Assembly;
and (ii) that no armed forces should proceed to Sharm el-
Sheikh until the UAR Government issued an official statement
confirming the freedom of navigation in the Straits of Tiran and
the entry to the Gulf of Aqaba without any conditions.20 The
proposals were, however, rejected by the UAR Foreign Minis-
ter who accused the United States of being biased towards
Israel.
Some competent observers believed that the unilateral deci-
sion of the UAR to close the Gulf of Aqaba and the Straits of
Tiran before the outbreak of hostilities on 5 June 1967, was
contrary to the accepted practices of international law.2* Presi-
dent Nasser claimed that the Gulf was his *mare clausunt and
that it was his sovereign right to decide who would and who
would not use it for shipping.22 But the general consensus
among international experts was that if a gulf was less than
six miles in width, and if it was surrounded by more than one
State, then the States have to come to an agreement. In the
case of the Gulf of Aqaba, apart from the UAR and Israel,
Saudi Arabia and Jordan also had their coastline on it. The
UAR therefore could not claim the Gulf as its 'mare clausum'.
Moreover under international law and the Convention of 1958
on the territorial sea, international straits—such as the Straits of
Tiran—connecting parts of the high seas or portions between
the high seas and the territorial sea of a foreign state, are open
to innocent passage by vessels of all states.23 The Western
2* Summary of World Broadcasts, Pt. 4, ME/2476/A/6, 26 May 1967.
21 If the closure of the Straits of Tiran was to be taken as a prece-
dent, it might lead to dangerous consequences. For instance, Spain might
then dose the Straits of Gibralter and Panama might choose to dose the
Panama Canal.
»Summary of World Broadcasts, Pt. 4, ME/2477/A/1, 28 May 1967.
-* American Journal of International Law, vol. 52, 1958, p. 834.
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